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MEDICAL FEE DISPUTE RESOLUTION FINDINGS AND DECISION  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Requestor Name 

Texas Bone & Joint Center 

Respondent Name 

New Hampshire Insurance Co 

MFDR Tracking Number 

M4-16-2910-01 

MFDR Date Received 

May 23, 2016 

Carrier’s Austin Representative 

Box Number 19 

REQUESTOR’S POSITION SUMMARY 

Requestor’s Position Summary:  “We are following recommendations of the American Pain Society and American 
Academy of Pain Medicine (APS/AAPM) states that diligent patient monitoring is essential to avoid the misuse or 
addition of pain medication and they recommend periodic drug screening at least once every six months.” 

Amount in Dispute: $3,441.03 

RESPONDENT’S POSITION SUMMARY 

Respondent’s Position Summary:  “Subject to further review, the carrier asserts that it has paid according to 
applicable fee guidelines and challenges whether the disputed charges are consistent with applicable fee 
guidelines.” 

Response Submitted by:  Flahive, Ogden & Latson 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

Dates of Service Disputed Services 
Amount In 

Dispute 
Amount Due 

June 3, 2015 Urinary Drug Screens $3,441.03 $0.00 

FINDINGS AND DECISION 

This medical fee dispute is decided pursuant to Texas Labor Code §413.031 and applicable rules of the Texas 
Department of Insurance, Division of Workers’ Compensation. 

Background  

1. 28 Texas Administrative Code §133.307 sets out the procedures for resolving medical fee disputes. 
2. 28 Texas Administrative Code §134.203 sets out the reimbursement guidelines for professional medical 

services. 
3. The insurance carrier reduced payment for the disputed services with the following claim adjustment codes: 

 23 – This procedure is not paid separately 
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 W3 

 193 

Issues 

1. Was the applicable Medicare billing policy met? 
2. Is the requestor entitled to additional reimbursement? 

Findings 

1. 28 Texas Administrative Code §134.203 (a)(5) states in pertinent part,  

Medicare payment policies" when used in this section, shall mean reimbursement methodologies, 
models, and values or weights including its coding, billing, and reporting payment policies as set forth in 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) payment policies specific to Medicare. 

      28 Texas Administrative Code §134.203 (b) states,  

For coding, billing, reporting, and reimbursement of professional medical services, Texas workers' 
compensation system participants shall apply the following:  

(1) Medicare payment policies, including its coding; billing; correct coding initiatives (CCI) edits; 
modifiers; 

       Review of the submitted DWC60 finds the following codes in dispute:  80346, 80361, 80364, 80336, 80368, 
80370, 80373, 80372, 80367, 80365, 80372, 80356, 80348, 80354, 80366, 80332, 80349, 80358, 80359, 
80360, 80353, 80355, and 80345.   

Per Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Med Learn Matters Number: MM9104, Effective Date: 
January 1, 2015, based on dates of service unless otherwise stated in this article. 

In addition, the following codes have a procedure status of “I”: 80300, 80301, 80302, 80303, 80304, 
80320, 80321, 80322, 80323, 80324, 80325, 80326, 80327, 80328, 80329, 80330, 80331, 80332, 80333, 
80334, 80335, 80336, 80337, 80338, 80339, 80340, 80341, 80342, 80343, 80344, 80345, 80346, 80347, 
80348, 80349, 80350, 80351, 80352, 80353, 80354, 80355, 80356, 80357, 80358, 80359, 80360, 80361, 
80362, 80363, 80364, 80365, 80366, 80367, 80368, 80369, 80370, 80371, 80372, 80373, 80374, 80375, 
80376, and 80377. 

       The CMS Claims Processing Manual, Chapter 23, found at,  

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c23.pdf states: 

30.2.2 -MPFSDB Status Indicators, I = Not valid for Medicare purposes. Medicare uses another code for 
reporting of, and payment for, these services. (Code NOT subject to a 90 day grace period.) 

2. Pursuant to Rule 134.203(b) no additional payment is recommended. 

Conclusion 

For the reasons stated above, the Division finds that the requestor has not established that additional 
reimbursement is due.  As a result, the amount ordered is $0.00. 

 

 

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Manuals/Downloads/clm104c23.pdf
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ORDER 

Based upon the documentation submitted by the parties and in accordance with the provisions of Texas Labor 
Code §413.031, the Division has determined that the requestor is entitled to $0.00 additional reimbursement for 
the services in dispute. 

Authorized Signature 

 
 
 
   
Signature 

   
Medical Fee Dispute Resolution Officer

 June 21, 2016  
Date 

YOUR RIGHT TO APPEAL 

Either party to this medical fee dispute has a right to seek review of this decision in accordance with 28 Texas 
Administrative Code §133.307, 37 Texas Register 3833, applicable to disputes filed on or after June 1, 2012. 

A party seeking review must submit a Request to Schedule a Benefit Review Conference to Appeal a Medical Fee 
Dispute Decision (form DWC045M) in accordance with the instructions on the form.  The request must be received 
by the Division within twenty days of your receipt of this decision.  The request may be faxed, mailed or personally 
delivered to the Division using the contact information listed on the form or to the field office handling the claim. 

The party seeking review of the MFDR decision shall deliver a copy of the request to all other parties involved in 
the dispute at the same time the request is filed with the Division.  Please include a copy of the Medical Fee 
Dispute Resolution Findings and Decision together with any other required information specified in 28 Texas 
Administrative Code §141.1(d). 

Si prefiere hablar con una persona en español acerca de ésta correspondencia, favor de llamar a 512-804-4812. 


